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MINNESOTA SOIL & WATER CONSERVATION DISTRICTS 
Minutes of the Sibley Soil & Water Conservation District, 112 5th Street, Gaylord, MN 55334, 
July 10, 2018. 
 
The meeting was called to order by Chair – Grams at 4:01 P.M. 
 
Members Present: Chair, Wayne Grams 

Vice Chair, Kathleen Thies 
Secretary, Loren Evenson 
Treasurer, Paul Wiemann 
Member, Bob Nielsen 

 
Others Present:  District Manager, Joel Wurscher  

District Technician, Jeremy Buckentin 
Watershed Technician/Water Planner, Ron Otto 
Conservation Technician, Jack Bushman 
District Conservationist - NRCS, April Sullivan 
Board Conservationist – BWSR, Jenny Mocol-Johnson 
 

Upon a motion by Thies and seconded by Wiemann, it was moved to approve the July agenda. Ayes 
Thies, Wiemann, Grams, Evenson. Carried. 
 
Upon a motion by Thies and seconded by Evenson, it was moved to approve the minutes of the June 
2018 meeting upon corrections. Ayes Thies, Wiemann, Grams, Evenson. Carried. 
 
Upon a motion by Wiemann and seconded by Thies it was moved to approve 38 paid bills for June 2018 
totaling $76,553.39. Ayes Thies, Wiemann, Grams, Evenson. Carried. 
 
Upon a motion by Thies and seconded by Evenson, it was moved to approve the July 2018 Treasurer’s 
Report subject to audit. Ayes Thies, Evenson, Grams, Wiemann. Carried. 
 
Old Business: None. 
 
Cost Share: Jesse Taralseth’s 3.83 acres of buffer strip were seeded. Jesse is requesting final payment in 
the amount of $1,149.00. Upon a motion by Wiemann and seconded by Thies, it was moved to approve 
the final payment for Buffer Cost Share Contract (Buffer FY18-12) at a flat rate of $300.00 per acre 
($1,149.00) with $229.80 of TA. Ayes Thies, Wiemann, Evenson, Grams. Carried. 
 
Renaye Schoeppner’s 1.34 acres of buffer strip were seeded. Renaye is requesting final payment in the 
amount of $402.00. Upon a motion by Thies and seconded by Evenson, it was moved to approve the final 
payment for Buffer Cost Share Contract (Buffer FY18-15) at a flat rate of $300.00 per acre ($402.00) 

 



with $80.40 of TA. Ayes Thies, Wiemann, Evenson, Grams. Carried. 
 
Curtis Olson’s 1.06 acres of buffer strip were seeded. Curtis is requesting final payment in the amount of 
$318.00. Upon a motion by Wiemann and seconded by Evenson, it was moved to approve the final 
payment for Buffer Cost Share Contract (Buffer FY18-20) at a flat rate of $300.00 per acre ($318.00) 
with $63.60 of TA. Ayes Thies, Wiemann, Evenson, Grams. Carried. 
 
Reed Ahlbrecht’s 5.49 acres of buffer strip were seeded. Reed is requesting final payment in the amount 
of $1,647.00. Upon a motion by Evenson and seconded by Wiemann, it was moved to approve the final 
payment for Buffer Cost Share Contract (Buffer FY18-24) at a flat rate of $300.00 per acre ($1,647.00) 
with $329.40 of TA. Ayes Thies, Wiemann, Evenson, Grams. Carried. 
 
Evelyn Gieseke’s 2.20 acres of buffer strip were seeded. Evelyn is requesting final payment in the 
amount of $660.00. Upon a motion by Thies and seconded by Evenson, it was moved to approve the final 
payment for Buffer Cost Share Contract (Buffer FY18-31) at a flat rate of $300.00 per acre ($660.00) 
with $132.00 of TA. Ayes Thies, Wiemann, Evenson, Grams. Carried. 
 
Ron Podratz’s 0.48 acres of buffer strip were seeded. Ron is requesting final payment in the amount of 
$144.00. Upon a motion by Wiemann and seconded by Evenson, it was moved to approve the final 
payment for Buffer Cost Share Contract (Buffer FY18-32) at a flat rate of $300.00 per acre ($144.00) 
with $28.80 of TA. Ayes Thies, Wiemann, Evenson, Grams. Carried. 
 
Bruce Antonsen’s 2.18 acres of buffer strip were seeded. Bruce is requesting final payment in the amount 
of $654.00. Upon a motion by Thies and seconded by Wiemann, it was moved to approve the final 
payment for Buffer Cost Share Contract (Buffer FY18-36) at a flat rate of $300.00 per acre ($654.00) 
with $130.80 of TA. Ayes Thies, Wiemann, Evenson, Grams. Carried. 
 
James Lieske’s 6.57 acres of buffer strip were seeded. James is requesting final payment in the amount of 
$1,971.00. Upon a motion by Wiemann and seconded by Thies, it was moved to approve the final 
payment for Buffer Cost Share Contract (Buffer FY18-39) at a flat rate of $300.00 per acre ($1,971.00) 
with $402.60 of TA. Ayes Thies, Wiemann, Evenson, Grams, Nielsen. Carried. 
 
David Lieske’s 8.71 acres of buffer strip were seeded. David is requesting final payment in the amount of 
$2,613.00. Upon a motion by Nielsen and seconded by Evenson, it was moved to approve the final 
payment for Buffer Cost Share Contract (Buffer FY18-40) at a flat rate of $300.00 per acre ($2,613.00) 
with a TA of $522.60. Ayes Thies, Wiemann, Evenson, Grams, Nielsen. Carried. 
 
Christian Lilienthal’s 2.37 acres of buffer strip were seeded. Christian is requesting final payment in the 
amount of $711.00. Upon a motion by Thies and seconded by Nielsen, it was moved to approve the final 
payment for Buffer Cost Share Contract (Buffer FY18-50) at a flat rate of $300.00 per acre ($711.00) 
with a TA of $142.20. Ayes Thies, Wiemann, Evenson, Grams, Nielsen. Carried. 
 
Kevin Lilienthal’s 0.37 acres of buffer strip were seeded. Kevin is requesting final payment in the 
amount of $111.00. Upon a motion by Wiemann and seconded by Evenson, it was moved to approve the 
final payment for Buffer Cost Share Contract (Buffer FY18-51) at a flat rate of $300.00 per acre 
($111.00) with a TA of $22.20. Ayes Thies, Wiemann, Evenson, Grams, Nielsen. Carried. 
 
Ruth Olson’s 1.14 acres of buffer strip were seeded. Ruth is requesting final payment in the amount of 
$342.00. Upon a motion by Thies and seconded by Nielsen, it was moved to approve the final payment 
for Buffer Cost Share Contract (Buffer FY18-53) at a flat rate of $300.00 per acre ($342.00) with a TA 
of $68.40. Ayes Thies, Wiemann, Evenson, Grams, Nielsen. Carried. 
 
Sibley County Fair Booth: Discussions occurred between staff and Board members about reserving 
booths at the upcoming Sibley County fair. With a motion by Nielsen and a second by Wiemann, it was 



moved to approve reserving up to two booths to accommadate SWCD, USDA and Watershed promotion. 
Ayes Thies, Wiemann, Nielsen, Grams, Evenson. Carried. 
 
Annual Picnic: Upon a motion by Thies and a second by Nielsen, it was moved to approve hosting the 
annual picnic on the regular board meeting date of Tuesday, September 11th. The event will be held at the 
Fireman’s Shelter located in the Gaylord City Park. Ayes Thies, Wiemann, Nielsen, Evenson, Grams. 
Carried.  
 
2018 Outstanding Conservationists of the Year: After some discussion, a motion was made by Thies 
and seconded by Wiemann to nominate Weber and Weber Farms as the 2018 outstanding conservationist 
of the year. Ayes Thies, Wiemann, Nielsen, Evenson, Grams. Carried. 
 
Data Practices Policy: Wurscher brought forward to the board a draft of a Data Practices Policy. That 
was a document that the SWCD currently did not have in place and was noted on the ongoing PRAP 
study. Wurscher had sent this policy out for review prior to the Board meeting. A motion was made by 
Nielsen and seconded by Thies to approve draft version and adopt the Data Practices Policy as presented. 
Ayes Thies, Wiemann, Nielsen, Evenson, Grams. Carried. 
 
SWCD Funding Options: Wiemann brought up to the board the topic of SWCD funding options and 
wanted to discuss with the rest of the board what their thoughts were on that subject. Discussion amongst 
the board led to a consensus that as long as the district’s still receive capacity grant money as well as 
sufficient county funding, our district would be best off maintaining status quo. However, the board 
decided Wurscher should bring this topic up at the statewide manager’s meeting held on July 24-25 to 
see what other districts are thinking. 
 
NRCS Report: See attached. 
 
Supervisor & Staff Report: See attached.  
 
Other Business: None. 
 
Next Meeting: Upon a motion by Wiemann and seconded by Nielsen, it was moved to have the meeting 
on Thursday, August 16, 2018 at 4:00 p.m. located at the usual location of 112 5th Street, Gaylord, MN. 
 
Adjourn: Upon a motion by Thies and seconded by Nielsen, it was moved to adjourn the meeting.  Ayes 
Evenson, Nielsen, Wiemann, Thies, Grams. Carried.  Meeting adjourned at 5:32 P.M. 
 
 
 
Approved:  August 16, 2018                                    ________________________________  
                                      Secretary 


