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MINNESOTA SOIL & WATER CONSERVATION DISTRICTS 
Minutes of the Sibley Soil & Water Conservation District, 112 5th Street, Gaylord, MN 55334  

July 9, 2019 

 

The meeting was called to order by Chair – Thies at 4:01 P.M. 

 

Members Present: Chair, Kathleen Thies  

   Vice Chair, Loren Evenson 

Secretary, Paul Wiemann 

Member, Wayne Grams 

 

Others Present:  District Manager, Joel Wurscher  

District Technician, Jeremy Buckentin 

Water Planner/Watershed Technician, Ron Otto 

District Conservationist - NRCS, April Sullivan 

 
Upon a motion by Grams and seconded by Evenson, it was moved to approve the July agenda. Ayes Evenson, 

Thies, Wiemann, Grams. Carried. 

 

Upon a motion by Grams and seconded by Evenson, it was moved to approve the minutes of the June 2019 meeting 

upon corrections. Ayes Evenson, Thies, Wiemann, Grams. Carried. 

 

Upon a motion by Wiemann and seconded by Grams, it was moved to approve 29 paid bills for June 2019 totaling 

$48,549.51. Ayes Thies, Evenson, Wiemann, Grams. Carried. 

 

Upon a motion by Wiemann and seconded by Grams, it was moved to approve the July 2019 Treasurer’s report 

subject to audit. Ayes Evenson, Thies, Grams, Wiemann. Carried. 

 

Old Business:  None. 

 

Cost Share: Wayne Augustine’s 1.55 acres of buffer strips were seeded. Wayne is requesting final payment in the 

amount of $465.00. Upon a motion by Grams and seconded by Thies, it was moved to approve the final payment 

for Buffer Cost Share contract (Buffer FY18-7) at a flat rate of $300.00 per acre ($465.00) with $93.00 of TA. 

Ayes Thies, Wiemann, Grams, Evenson. Carried. 

 

Pete Weber’s 0.97 acres of buffer strips were seeded. Pete is requesting final payment in the amount of $291.00. 

Upon a motion by Wiemann and seconded by Grams, it was moved to approve the final payment for Buffer Cost 

Share contract (Buffer FY18-35) at a flat rate of $300.00 per acre ($291.00) with $58.20 of TA. Ayes Thies, 

Wiemann, Grams, Evenson. Carried. 

 

Stark Irrevocable Trusts’ 1.4 acres of buffer strips were seeded. They are requesting final payment in the amount of 

$420.00. Upon a motion by Grams and seconded by Evenson, it was moved to approve the final payment for Buffer 

Cost Share contract (Buffer FY18-22) at a flat rate of $300.00 per acre ($420.00) with $84.00 of TA. Ayes Thies, 

Wiemann, Grams, Evenson. Carried. 

 



 

Otto Hartmann Jr.’s well has been sealed and is requesting final payment in the amount of $589.74. Upon a motion 

by Grams and seconded by Thies, it was moved to approve the final payment for Clean Water Fund Contract 

(FY19CWF-8) at a rate of $589.74 with $112.08 of TA. Ayes Thies, Wiemann, Evenson, Grams. Carried. 

 

Wurscher presented to the Board a request from Rhoda Woehler to enter into a CWF Cost-Share contract 

(FY19CWF- 9) for a well sealing on a property located in Dryden Twp. Rhoda had a quote from Geib Well & 

Water Services of $1,200.00 total for the project. Upon a motion by Wiemann and seconded by Grams, it was 

moved to approve the CWF contract for Rhoda Woehler at 50% or $600.00, whichever comes in less. Ayes Thies, 

Wiemann, Evenson, Grams. Carried. 

 

Another request was presented to the Board to enter into a CWF Cost-Share contract with the Lucille Stelzer Trust 

(FY19CWF-10) for a well sealing on a property located in Severance Twp. They had a quote from Searles of 

$675.00 total for the project. Upon a motion by Grams and seconded by Evenson, it was moved to approve the 

CWF contract for the Lucille Stelzer Trust at 50% or $337.50, whichever comes in less. Ayes Thies, Wiemann, 

Evenson, Grams. Carried. 

 

A request was made from the David A. Young Rev. Trust (CAP19-2, FY19-3) to enter into a contract for a 638 on 

his property located in Washington Lake Twp. Estimated costs of the projects are $15,882.63, with the district 

providing cost share of $3,567.33 in conjunction with his approved EQIP contract. Money provided through the 

SWCD cost share would bring the total cost shared amount up to 75%. Upon a motion by Wiemann and seconded 

by Grams it was moved to approve this request. Ayes Evenson, Thies, Grams, Wiemann. Carried. 

 

A second structural practice request was made from L&T Pioske Farms (CAP18-8, FY19-2) to enter into a contract 

for a terrace on his property located in Kelso Twp. Estimated costs of the projects are $24,369.95, with the district 

providing cost share of $5,371.73 again, in conjunction with his approved EQIP contract bringing the total coat 

share amount up to 75%. Upon a motion by Grams and seconded by Wiemann it was moved to approve this 

request. Ayes Evenson, Thies, Grams, Wiemann. Carried. 

 

A third structural practice request was made to the board, this time from Fred Wentzlaff (FY19-3) to enter into a 

contract for a grade stabilization structure on his property located in Jessenland Twp. Estimated costs of the 

projects are $15,042.50, with the district providing cost share of $4,118.13 again, in conjunction with his approved 

EQIP contract bringing the total coat share amount up to 75%. Upon a motion by Wiemann and seconded by Thies 

it was moved to approve this request. Ayes Evenson, Thies, Grams, Wiemann. Carried. 

 

The last request to the board was made from Thomas Henke (CAP19-4) to enter into a contract for 80 acres of 

cover crops located on properties in Kelso Twp. The SWCD would pay a flat rate of $34.02/ac. for three 

consecutive years. Upon a motion by Grams and seconded by Wiemann it was moved to approve CAP19-4 with the 

total contract amount of $8,164.80. Ayes Evenson, Thies, Grams, Wiemann. Carried. 

 

NSLMP-Amendment:  Wurscher sent out a draft amendment laying out a program to now offer payments on 

contracts for no-till/strip-till using capacity and state cost share dollars. Upon a motion made by Wiemann and 

seconded by Grams, it was moved to approve the amendment to the NSLMP now including the no-till, strip-till 

practices. Ayes Evenson, Thies, Wiemann, Grams. Carried.  

 

Annual SWCD Picnic:  It was determined by the board to have the annual picnic in conjunction with the August 

13th board meeting. 

 

NRCS Report:  Sullivan reported that she is processing 45 new applications for cover crop between the two 

counties. Sullivan noted that she had seven EQIP contracts funded the first round and another seven in the second 

round. Sullivan spoke about the progress of the Hauer WRP/RIM site. 

 

Supervisor & Staff Report:  See attached.  

 

Other Business: Wurscher updated the Board on the status of non-compliance with the 2015 Buffer Law. The 

SWCD has identified 138 parcels that are non-compliant. Wurscher noted that BuffCAT was updated prior to the 

BWSR deadline and that he had met with county staff to discuss compliance. 

 

Wurscher passed around the latest issue of the SWCD newsletter that currently is at the printers. 



 

Otto brought forth to the board his request to attend the next session of Leading Sibley Together. Registration is 

$375.00 and needs to be turned in by August 9th. Upon a motion by Thies and seconded by Grams, Board approval 

was given for staff to attend Leading Sibley Together. Ayes Evenson, Thies, Wiemann, Grams. Carried. 

Buckentin presented to the board a request to rectify the dust issue with the UTV. Buckentin passed around 

photographic proof of what it looks like after a survey and discussed with the board several options. Upon a motion 

by Wiemann and seconded by Grams, Board approval was given for staff to spend up to $500 (before 

taxes/shipping) towards fixing the dust issues with the UTV. Ayes Evenson, Thies, Wiemann, Grams. Carried. 

 

Next Meeting: August 13, 2019, starting at 4 p.m. located at the Sportsman’s Park near Arlington, MN. 

 

Adjourn:  Upon a motion by Wiemann and seconded by Grams, it was moved to adjourn the meeting at 5:34 P.M.  

Ayes Wiemann, Evenson, Thies, Grams. Carried. 

 

 

 

Approved:  August 13, 2019                                    ________________________________  

                       Secretary 


