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MINNESOTA SOIL & WATER CONSERVATION DISTRICTS 
Minutes of the Sibley Soil & Water Conservation District, 112 5th Street, Gaylord, MN 55334, 

September 11, 2018. 
 

The meeting was called to order by Chair – Grams at 4:01 P.M. 

 

Members Present: Chair, Wayne Grams 

Vice Chair, Kathleen Thies 

Secretary, Loren Evenson 

Treasurer, Paul Wiemann 

Member, Bob Nielsen 

 

Others Present:  District Manager, Joel Wurscher  

District Technician, Jeremy Buckentin 

Watershed Technician/Water Planner, Ron Otto 

Conservation Technician, Jack Bushman 

District Conservationist - NRCS, April Sullivan 

Board Conservationist, Jenny Mocal-Johnson 

County Commissioner, Jim Swanson 

Representative, Glenn Gruenhagen 

 

Upon a motion by Wiemann and seconded by Nielsen, it was moved to approve the September agenda. 

Ayes Thies, Wiemann, Grams, Nielsen, Evenson. Carried. 

 

Upon a motion by Wiemann and seconded by Nielsen, it was moved to approve the minutes of the August 

2018 meeting. Ayes Thies, Wiemann, Grams, Nielsen, Evenson. Carried. 

 

Upon a motion by Wiemann and seconded by Thies it was moved to approve 46 paid bills for August 2018 

totaling $45,633.99. Ayes Thies, Wiemann, Nielsen, Grams, Evenson. Carried. 

 

Upon a motion by Nielsen and seconded by Evenson, it was moved to approve the September 2018 

Treasurer’s Report subject to audit. Ayes Thies, Evenson, Grams, Nielsen, Wiemann. Carried. 

 

Old Business: None. 

 

Buffer Cost Share: Melvin Dahlke’s 3.21 acres of buffer strip were seeded. Melvin is requesting final 

payment in the amount of $963.00. Upon a motion by Nielsen and seconded by Thies, it was moved to 

approve the final payment for Buffer Cost Share contract (Buffer FY18-1) at a flat rate of $300.00 per 

acre ($963.00) with $192.60 of TA. Ayes Thies, Wiemann, Nielsen, Evenson, Grams. Carried. 

 

 



Woestehoff Family Farm Properties’ 2.31 acres of buffer strip were seeded. David is requesting final 

payment in the amount of $693.00. Upon a motion by Nielsen and seconded by Evenson, it was moved to 

approve the final payment for Buffer Cost Share contract (Buffer FY18-21) at a flat rate of $300.00 per 

acre ($693.00) with $138.60 of TA. Ayes Thies, Wiemann, Evenson, Nielsen, Grams. Carried. 

 

Dwayne Ross’ 0.49 acres of buffer strip were seeded. Dwayne is requesting final payment in the amount of 

$147.00. Upon a motion by Wiemann and seconded by Thies, it was moved to approve the final payment 

for Buffer Cost Share contract (Buffer FY18-38) at a flat rate of $300.00 per acre ($147.00) with $29.40 

of TA. Ayes Thies, Wiemann, Nielsen, Evenson, Grams. Carried. 

 

Perry Hulke would like to request an extension to his buffer cost share contract (Buffer FY18-5). The 

current contract expires 10/31/2018 and Perry is unable to seed it prior to that deadline. Upon a motion by 

Wiemann and seconded by Nielsen, it was moved to approve extending Perry’s contract until 12/31/2019. 

Ayes Thies, Wiemann, Evenson, Nielsen, Grams. Carried. 

 

Wayne Augustine would like to request an extension to his buffer cost share contract (Buffer FY18-7). The 

current contract expires 10/31/2018 and Wayne is unable to seed it prior to that deadline. Upon a motion 

by Thies and seconded by Nielsen, it was moved to approve extending Wayne’s contract until 12/31/2019. 

Ayes Thies, Wiemann, Evenson, Nielsen, Grams. Carried. 

 

L&J Anderson Trust would like to request an extension to their buffer cost share contract (Buffer FY18-9). 

The current contract expires 10/31/2018 and Larry is unable to seed it prior to that deadline. Upon a 

motion by Wiemann and seconded by Thies, it was moved to approve extending L&J Anderson Trust’s 

contract until 12/31/2019. Ayes Thies, Wiemann, Evenson, Nielsen, Grams. Carried. 

 

Stark Irrevocable Trust would like to request an extension to their buffer cost share contract (Buffer FY18-

22). The current contract expires 10/31/2018 and Alan is unable to seed it prior to that deadline. Upon a 

motion by Nielsen and seconded by Wiemann, it was moved to approve extending Stark Irrevocable Trust’s 

contract until 12/31/2019. Ayes Thies, Wiemann, Evenson, Nielsen, Grams. Carried. 

 

R&D Farms would like to request an extension to their buffer cost share contract (Buffer FY18-26). The 

current contract expires 10/31/2018 and Debra is unable to seed it prior to that deadline. Upon a motion by 

Thies and seconded by Wiemann, it was moved to approve extending R&D Farms’ contract until 

12/31/2019. Ayes Thies, Wiemann, Evenson, Nielsen, Grams. Carried. 

 

Pete Weber would like to request an extension to his buffer cost share contract (Buffer FY18-35). The 

current contract expires 10/31/2018 and Pete is unable to seed it prior to that deadline. Upon a motion by 

Nielsen and seconded by Thies, it was moved to approve extending Pete’s contract until 12/31/2019. Ayes 

Thies, Wiemann, Evenson, Nielsen, Grams. Carried. 

 

Robert Fischer would like to request an extension to his buffer cost share contract (Buffer FY18-43). The 

current contract expires 10/31/2018 and Robert is unable to seed it prior to that deadline. Upon a motion 

by Wiemann and seconded by Nielsen, it was moved to approve extending Robert’s contract until 

12/31/2019. Ayes Thies, Wiemann, Evenson, Nielsen, Grams. Carried. 

 

JoEllen Fischer would like to request an extension to her buffer cost share contract (Buffer FY18-44). The 

current contract expires 10/31/2018 and JoEllen is unable to seed it prior to that deadline. Upon a motion 

by Thies and seconded by Wiemann, it was moved to approve extending JoEllen’s contract until 

12/31/2019. Ayes Thies, Wiemann, Evenson, Nielsen, Grams. Carried. 

 

Janet Lamkin would like to request an extension to her buffer cost share contract (Buffer FY18-45). The 

current contract expires 10/31/2018 and Janet is unable to seed it prior to that deadline. Upon a motion by 

Nielsen and seconded by Evenson, it was moved to approve extending Janet’s contract until 12/31/2019. 

Ayes Thies, Wiemann, Evenson, Nielsen, Grams. Carried. 



 

State Cost Share: The District received a request from Roger Slater (FY19-1) to enter into a contract for a 

grassed waterway (P.S.412) on his property located in Faxon Twp. Estimated costs for the project are 

$4,435.75, cost share of $3,326.81 with TA of $831.70. Upon a motion by Wiemann and seconded by 

Nielsen it was moved to approve this request.  Ayes Evenson, Thies, Grams, Wiemann, Nielsen. Carried. 

 

WCA Cost Share: The District then received a request from Curtis Olson (WCA 18-1) to enter into a 

contract for a well decommissioning (P.S.351) on his property located in Severance Twp. Estimated costs 

for the project are $800.00, cost share of $400.00 with TA of $100.00. Upon a motion by Thies and 

seconded by Evenson it was moved to approve this request.  Ayes Evenson, Thies, Grams, Wiemann, 

Nielsen. Carried. 

 

FY 2019 Capacity Grant Agreement: Wurscher presented the $100,000 grant agreement for the 2019 

Capacity grant. Wurscher described to the board what they intend on using this money for including cost 

share, total station survey equipment, and wages for a manager/technician. A motion was made by Nielsen 

and seconded by Thies, to approve the FY 2019 Capacity Grant Agreement as presented to the board. Ayes 

Thies, Grams, Wiemann, Evenson, Nielsen. Carried. 

 

FY 2019 Buffer Grant Agreement: Wurscher presented the $25,000 grant agreement for the 2019 Buffer 

grant. Wurscher described to the board that this money is used for technical assistance towards helping 

landowners become compliant with the Buffer Law. A motion was made by Nielsen and seconded by 

Wiemann, to approve the FY 2019 Buffer Grant Agreement as presented to the board. Ayes Thies, Grams, 

Wiemann, Evenson, Nielsen. Carried. 

 

Ag BMP Loan: Otto presented to the board an Ag BMP Loan for Chad Wendinger. The loan presented 

was for a manure transport tanker. Chad has one hog barn and another will be built next year. His acres 

close to the homeplace can’t handle the amount of manure produced so he will have to start hauling. The 

total for the 3% interest loan would be $50,000.00. Upon a motion by Wiemann and seconded by Thies, it 

was moved to approve the recommendation of application for conservation practice purposes. Ayes Thies, 

Evenson, Wiemann, Grams, Nielsen. Carried. 

 

CWF Grant: Bushman described to the board that he had submitted a CWF grant proposal. He noted that 

the amount requested was less than what was allotted leading to believe there is a good chance that his 

proposal will get funded. If funded, the $11,000 grant has a goal to complete approximately 20 well 

decommissionings within a two-year period. Mocal-Johnson stated that the decisions on funding will be 

made later this fall and grant agreements will be completed sometime in January or February. 

 

NRCS Report: Sullivan explained that she has been busy and now short staffed since Chris Schmidt has 

taken a Resource Conservationist position in Rice County.  

 

Supervisor & Staff Report: Bushman explained where he was at with writing CPL grants and that he and 

Wurscher will be meeting with some folks on AIS. See attached for Buckentin and Otto’s reports. 

Wiemann discussed with the board attending the County Board meeting earlier in the day to talk about the 

annual budget request. 

 

Other Business: Gruenhagen brought up the Buffer Law and asked the district how they thought it was 

working. Gruenhagen also asked how the working relationship with BWSR has been going while 

administering the buffer program. 

 

Next Meeting: October 9th, 2018 starting at 4:00 p.m. located at 112 5th Street, Gaylord, MN. 

 

Adjourn: Upon a motion by Thies and seconded by Nielsen, it was moved to adjourn the meeting.  Ayes 

Evenson, Wiemann, Thies, Nielsen, Grams. Carried.  Meeting adjourned at 4:58 P.M. 

 



 

Approved:  October 9, 2018                                    ________________________________  

                                      Secretary 


